How to Put on Lots of Competition Makeup and Not Look Like a Prostitute (Mostly)*
Brought to you by Suzanne “Keebs” Nobles

*Credit goes to Elise Bui for the title
The big thing to remember about competition makeup is that it’s stage makeup.  It’s not supposed to look like anything you would wear in everyday life.
Face
First of all, and this may sound obvious, but please, please make sure your foundation shade actually matches your skin.  No matter how good your foundation is or how well you apply it, the wrong color never looks good.

Powder or liquid (or even both) are fine, just make sure whatever you use will give you full coverage.  Cakey never looks good, but again, you’ll want full coverage; you know, that “flawless” look.  My favorite way to apply (liquid) foundation is to put a little bit on the back of my hand (about a 1-1.5 inch stripe), lightly dip a flat-top brush in the product, and sweep it across my face.  I’ve found this way I get the same effect without having to use as much product.  You can also use a foundation brush or (damp!) cosmetic sponge for application.  As a last resort, you could use your fingers, but I wouldn’t advise it.
Powders can pose some problems because it can be more difficult to enough of it on, especially because at that point many powders will look, well, powdery, instead of smooth.  In order to get it to stick and to go on smoothly, you’ll want to make sure your face is well moisturized (a tinted moisturizer is a good option), or you could put on a layer (as thick or as thin as you like) of liquid foundation, or use a primer.  Other than that, face primers aren’t necessary by any means.
It’s particularly important that you find a foundation that is durable, and also waterproof if you tend to sweat.  You will be wearing it for many hours, and you don’t want all your makeup melting or flaking right off your face.

If you have any blemishes you want covered, wait to use concealer until after you’ve finished with foundation.   The foundation might be thick enough to take care of it in this case, and that way you don’t have to use extra product.

Cheeks

Now that you’ve got your base, it’s time for some color.  You’ve probably heard that to apply blush you just smile and find the “apples” of your cheeks and put color there.  Depending on your face shape, that may or may not work very well.  The big problem, though, is that since you’re going to want a lot of color for competition purposes, if you apply blush here I can almost guarantee you will look like a clown, which some of you may have discovered already.  But don’t fret!  There is a better way…
Find a mirror and make a fish face.  You should see a shadow under your cheekbone running at an angle down your face from your ear to your mouth.  Don’t put any blush in that crease, but rather just above it, straight onto your cheekbones.  Start at (or rather, under) the apex of your cheekbone and work back toward your ear.  Basically, you want the color on the outer edges of both sides of your face.  Don’t apply color toward the center of your face, you will look ridiculous.  Refer to the picture below to get an idea both of where this mystical place is on your face, and roughly how you’ll want to apply the color.  Make sure you apply plenty so it really shows up.  You don’t want it to look harsh, but you also don’t want your face to look colorless and flat.  Think dramatic (this is a recurring theme…).
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One last note on this: I prefer this blush method because it really accentuates the angles of your face.  I would particularly recommend this method to those with more round faces, because those are the people who are most prone to looking clowny.  People with more pronounced angles may look fine either way.  In fact, for some face shapes, the apples of the cheeks may actually lie very near the area I’ve been discussing.
Anyway, now that we’ve got that taken care of, let’s talk about the actual blush.  Really, the color isn’t important, as long as it looks good on your skin.  I like to add a light brush of bronzer straight underneath to give the blush more dimension.  It also doesn’t really matter if it’s matte, pearl, shimmery, glittery, etc.  Normally, you wouldn’t want both your eyeshadow and blush to be shimmery, but for a competition you aren’t exactly following the rules anyway.  Whatever you choose, just make sure it’s either nicely pigmented or that you put on enough layers to make it really show up.  Again, just think dramatic.
Bronzer
Not a whole lot to say on this one.  Fake tan for your whole body really isn’t necessary until you’re dancing silver or so, although if you’re deathly, deathly pale a liiiittle bit of color might be nice.  It’s always nice for everyone to put at least some powder bronzer on your face and a bit on your neck/shoulders, though.  You can put it all over your face, but concentrate on the areas just above your brows, across your cheekbone, and down your jaw.  Think of making a 3 on either side of your face.  This gives your face a bit of extra contour instead of just an all-over darker look.  Moving on…
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Eyes
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Oh eyes… There are about a hundred thousand ways to go about this, but again, just remember you want it to look dramatic.  Use bold colors that will really show up.  The diagram pictured is the most straightforward approach to thinking about it.  The color in the “e” zone is your lightest color.  White looks very nice here and helps open up your eyes.  You can use a spot of that same white on the “b” zone, just a tiny bit on the edge.  The “a” color should be a medium or dark tone.  You don’t want it to be too dark, because your eyes will kind of disappear, you just want something that is an intense pigment.  Finally, use your darkest color in the crease.  Also see the picture below to help you get an idea.  Granted, if you’re dancing newcomer/bronze you certainly don’t need to look that intense, but again, just to give you an idea.

BUT, before you put ANYthing on your eyes, I would HIGHLY recommend you use a primer!  They make a HUGE difference, especially for competitions.  They make your eyeshadow go on smoother and with more color, and help it not to crease as you get sweaty and oily and nasty.  I cannot recommend it highly enough!

Once you have the shadow on (and liner, if you’re into that kinda thing), you’ll want to put a couple coats of mascara on, waiting for a minute or two between coats.  Better yet, fake eyelashes are a great option; they make your eyes look much more dramatic, open, big (in a good way), and generally awesome.  A half-lash is a good option too if you want something more subtle.
Optional: Contouring and Highlighting

If you want to help out your face shape, you can create some very nifty effects with contouring and highlighting.  This is a little more “advanced” and can take practice.
Remember that fish face?  Make it again, and find the area under your cheekbone.  This time, take some bronzer, contouring powder, or something brown and a few shades darker than your skin (preferably matte), and brush a line underneath your cheekbone, blending out the edges.  If you have a highlighting powder (something a few shades lighter than your skin), apply it above your blush, from the middle of your cheekbones out toward your temples.  So now you have three “lines”, all applied in a similar pattern: contour on the bottom, blush in the middle, and highlight on top.  I added these two extras onto the face picture I used above, so you can see just what I mean below.
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If you want to get really fancy, you can also contour around your nose and jaw.  I won’t go into that here, because while it can create a nice effect, it’s not hugely important (and also because, admittedly, I’m not particularly good at it).  If you’re interested, though, you can always find tons of tutorials on youtube.

Concluding Remarks

The take-home message here is really that whatever you do, you want to look just crazy enough to get noticed amongst the masses of dancers, and also just generally look nice.  No, you will probably never wear makeup like this even going out, but that’s ok, it’s stage makeup.  So go ahead, don’t be afraid to bring out that crazy, drama queen alter-ego of yours just for the weekend. (
Product Recommendations
Here are a few products I recommend, in case you’re interested.  All of these products that I have used at some point, and many are the ones I use all the time.  While in some cases (*coughmascaracough*) I have tried many, many products, do not by any means consider this a list to end all lists.  These are also based off of my opinion and what works on my own skin, and since everyone’s skin is different, take everything with a grain of salt.
· Face

· Make Up For Ever Mat Velvet + Mattifying Foundation: $34 at Sephora 

· http://www.sephora.com/browse/product.jhtml?id=P177117
· Everyday Minerals foundation: $12 for a full size, only available online

· https://www.everydayminerals.com/index.php?option=com_virtuemart&page=shop.browse&category_id=21&Itemid=41
· I think this brand is superior to Bare Minerals, not to mention a fraction of the price.

· Note that you can get a free sample kit (4 different foundation samples) as long as you pay for shipping.  The samples will actually last you a while.
· Cheeks
· Nars Blush: $25 at Sephora, Nordstrom, and others

· http://www.sephora.com/browse/product.jhtml?id=P2855
· I use Albatross to highlight

· Seriously, though, Orgasm is the best blush *of my life*
· Nars Bronzer: $30 at Sephora, Nordstrom, and others

· http://www.sephora.com/browse/product.jhtml?id=P12790
· Everyday Minerals blush: $8 for a full size, $2.50 for a sample size (will last you a long time), only available online

· https://www.everydayminerals.com/index.php?option=com_virtuemart&page=shop.browse&category_id=22&Itemid=42
· Note that the shimmers are *seriously shimmery*

· Eyes

· Urban Decay Eyeshadow Primer Potion: $17 at Sephora or elsewhere
· http://www.sephora.com/browse/product.jhtml?id=P74310
· One of my favorite beauty products ever

· Sin is also worth having

· Everyday Minerals eyeshadow: $2.50 for a sample size (will last ages), only available online

· https://www.everydayminerals.com/index.php?option=com_virtuemart&page=shop.browse&category_id=29&Itemid=99
· Make Up For Ever Star powder: $19 at Sephora

· http://www.sephora.com/browse/product.jhtml?id=P12657
· Many unique shades, very intensely pigmented, just brilliant

· Can also be used elsewhere on the face

· Shu Uemura Eyelash Curler: $19 at Sephora or elsewhere
· http://www.sephora.com/browse/product.jhtml?id=P8119
· Simply the best.  I didn’t think a “nicer” eyelash curler would make a difference.  Boy was I wrong.

· MAC false lashes: $13 at MAC counters or online
· http://www.maccosmetics.com/product/spp.tmpl?CATEGORY_ID=CAT150&PRODUCT_ID=404
· New Look eyelashes: ~$4 online

· http://www.danceshopper.com/dance_supply2.aspx?page=1&path=%25women%27s+accessories%25
· Dior DiorShow Iconic Mascara: $27 at Sephora or elsewhere
· http://www.sephora.com/browse/product.jhtml?id=P218791
· Better than the original DiorShow, in my opinion

· Make Up For Ever Smoky Lash Mascara: $22 at Sephora

· http://www.sephora.com/browse/product.jhtml?id=P217907
· Tarte Lights, Camera, Lashes! Mascara: $18 at Sephora or elsewhere
· http://www.sephora.com/browse/product.jhtml?id=P111902
· Korres Deep Colour Mascara: $18 at Sephora or elsewhere

· http://sephora.com/browse/product.jhtml?id=P199105
· CoverGirl Lash Blast Mascara: around $7.50 at drugstores

· Other

· Bare Escentuals Faux Tan: $22 at Sephora

· http://www.sephora.com/browse/product.jhtml?id=P99721&categoryId=B70
· Very tolerable as far as smells go.  Smells very pleasant, like amaretto, although I have found the fake tan smell to start stinking things up after a few hours if you haven’t showered by then.
· L’Oreal Sublime Bronze Tinted Self-Tanning Lotion: around $10 at drugstores
· I got good results when I used this last, but I believe they may have updated their formula since then, so I can’t completely vouch for its quality

· This one has gotten mixed reviews, so while it works well on my skin, you’ll just have to try it for yourself

· Beware: it STINKS

· Beware: this product contains glitter

· Duo Eyelash Adhesive: around $6.50 at CVS

· The best eyelash adhesive around

· MAC makes great makeup brushes.  Prices vary, but almost all of them are at least $20.
· Everyday Minerals has reasonable brushes, too, if you don’t want to spend much money.  Price range is $5-$10 per brush.
